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expedition was needed to dispose of them; ardent Nationalists were
demanding " complete independence " and the abrogation of the
mandate. Sir Percy Cox, the British High Commissioner, handled
the situation with great skill and good judgment, and the Amir
Feisal was consoled for his rebuff in Syria by being elected King of
Iraq. The mandate was not popular in England, and many complaints
were made in Parliament and at election times of its cost and liabilities,
to which the Government replied by promising that it should be
wound up at the earliest possible moment. It was wound up in
1925 when a treaty was concluded between the two countries under
which British responsibility was to cease in 1928 and Iraq to be recog-
nized as an independent country, subject to certain stipulations for
law and order and guarantees of British rights. There remained the
outstanding question of Mosul which the Turks claimed but the
League of Nations assigned to Iraq. This caused a rather sharp crisis
with the Turksx in December, 1925, but it was settled by paying them
reasonable compensation for the oil rights of that region. In later
years the Iraq Government incurred deep discredit by employing
the Kurds who lived in die Mosul Vilayet to suppress the much-
persecuted Assyrian Christians. It excused itself afterwards on the
plea that its agents had exceeded their instructions, but the Kurds
had shown their quality when let loose on Armenians in the days of
Abdul Hamid, and those who employed them must be presumed to
have known their zeal in the cause of massacring Christians.
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When the new map was drawn, the other nations pointed to the
enormous areas which had come under British rule or influence and
said that Great Britain had, as usual, gone off with the lion's share.
But much of this territory was, as the late Lord Salisbury used to say,
very thin soil, and some parts of it were not only a costly liability but
presented problems of the greatest perplexity. In Palestine the British
mandate carried with it the obligation to redeem the promise made
to the Jews in the " Balfour declaration," so called because it had been
1 Some details of this gleaned in a visit to Angora in December, 1925, will
be found in. the writer's " Changing East," Chap. II, second edition.
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